
 

 
Sunday July 12th. 2026  at 1 p.m. 

Alligator Gumbo 
 

 

It’s the font of all knowledge – some would say ! 

Our next attraction: 
                  September 20th. 2026  at 1 p.m           Hot Fingers with Emily  
For all Club news  -  www.dovejazzclub.co.uk or facebook.com/dovejazzclub 

 

 

What a memorable afternoon all of those present in 

our ‘Inner Sanctum’ savoured in June when they were 

able to partake of the joyful company of Sarah 

Spencer’s ‘Praiseworthy Transatlantic Band.’ No 

‘Weak Links’ whatsoever could be found in the 

formidable chain that Sarah had put together for 

our delectation ! We only needed a handful of 

additional seats to have been occupied for your Club 

to have been in the black for this ‘Nugget of New 

Orleans Music’ from the days of yesteryear ! You will 

no doubt be more than ‘Overugged’ to hear that they 

are already in the book to make a return visit to the 

‘Hills of Derbyshire’ in early December of 2027 to 

give one and all an early ‘Much Valued Yuletide Gift’ 

  

Our Sunday Afternoon ‘July Rendezvous’ sees the 

youngish, exciting, Leeds based ‘Alligator Gumbo’ 

making a most welcome return to be back on the 

‘Jazz Menu’ at the ‘Centre of the Universe.’ Playing 

all things that have that particular ‘New Orleans 

Bent’ from around the 1920’s, known world-wide as 

the ‘Roaring Twenties,’ which warrants them being 

included on ‘Gumbo’s Al a Carte Playlist.’ This Band 

never fails to ‘Wow’ its audiences with their good-

natured mix of ‘Foot Stomping Rhythms’ and ‘Toe 

Tapping Tunes’ that first gained credence in the 

‘Bars and Sporting Houses’ of that one and only 

‘Wonderful Crescent City,’ Since they were first 

formed in 2011 Alligator Gumbo have gained a steady 

following amongst British Jazz enthusiasts who like 

to listen to jazz played in a ‘Traditional Mode’ 

  

Alligator  Gumbo very much replicate the ‘Good Old 

Days’ when the sounds of the ‘Deep South’ were ‘Raw’ 

and largely ‘Improvised’ with ‘Melodies’ and ‘Solos’ 

interspersing to produce their distinctive sounds and 

rhythms. As the 1931 Duke Ellington ‘Song Title’ truly 

relates; ‘It Don’t Mean a Thing if it A’int Got That 

Swing!’ James Paylor on  String 

Bass and Vocals leads the band and is very much 

the administrative brains that keeps the musicians 

on the straight and narrow, on the road to Salvation’ 

as well as that along to their Gigs. Mike Rudland-

Simpson, a chap with ‘Intellectual Inclinations,’ I am 

told, also features in the Rhythm Section 

on Guitar. Whilst we will be able to enjoy Jose 

Williamson laying down a rock steady beat whilst 

comfortably seated in the Drum Chair behind his 

Drum Kit playing alongside the Band’s 

proficient Pianist, Chris Lloyd. Their acclaimed 

two man front line will feature Chris 

Williamson on trumpet aided and abetted by Greg 

Surmacz forming the reeds section with 

his Clarinet and Alto Sax. All would appear to be 

in place for yet another amazing roof raising session 

amongst the enclaves of yet another collective of 

gifted musicians. I do so hope that you will be able 

to join us in the audience for yet another ‘Jubilee of 

Justiculating Jazz.’ I can gleefully see you chomping 

on a Pork Pie, augmented with ‘Tasty Condiments,’ at 

no extra cost, and carefully checking your ‘Raffle 

Tickets to see if you have won again! 

  

We will be having a break from our Monthly, Sunday 

Afternoon Jazz Sessions in August but will return 

with a bang on Sunday the 20th September when we 

will have the hugely popular, ‘Tom Langham’s Hot 

Fingers’ featuring the ‘Delightful Cotswold 

Nightingale Miss Emily Campbell’ herself in all her 

splendour. What more of a ‘Musical Treat’ could you 

ask for to ‘Warm the Cockles of your Heart’ as 

autumn attempts to make its presence felt? 

Needless to say we are already in the process of 

putting together our ‘Hand Picked Programme’ for 

2027 that will include many old favourites along with 

a sprinkling of new found talent that we trust that 

you will find to be to your taste.. 

                                                                                 

                                           

Once again our ‘Beautiful Butcher Burnham Pork Pies’ 

will be on sale from the Bar at the usual Bargain 

Basement Price of £3.00 along with an array of 

thirst quenching, alcoholic and non-alcoholic 

beverages including Tea and Coffee.. You may win a 

much ‘Sought-After Raffle Prize’ if you obtain your 

‘Ticket(s) on entering our Hall from our ‘User 

Friendly Raffle Ladies’ on the door. 
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